Maryland READS Overview

Maryland READS is a non-profit organization that was
founded in 2021 to end the literacy crisis in Maryland.
We have high expectations because we know our
children are capable of becoming proficient readers and
we feel urgency to act because Maryland is 40% in the
nation in reading proficiency, which is unacceptable.

READS

Based on the most current rigorous research and evidence of impact, Maryland READS' focus

ison to closing the literacy gap: improving reading instruction in the
classroom grounded in the Science of Reading; creating thriving reading ecosystems throughout our
state; and addressing barriers, like digital technology overload, that prevent students from becoming
proficient readers. Only when these three tracks are running at full strength simultaneously, will reading
proficiency dramatically improve for all students throughout our state.

Improve Reading Instruction

Maryland READS’ seek to elevate research that shows effective
instruction is grounded in the Science of Reading. We actively support initiatives to inform policy
development and implementation, enhance professional development for educators, align curriculum
with the science of reading, and reform teacher preparation programs to better prepare candidates

to teach reading. To do this, we have a cross-section of volunteer expert advisors who are researchers,
educators, state and local organizations, and families whose insights we provide to state and local
leaders with suggestions to help them develop literacy policies that meet the diverse academic,
cultural, and linguistic needs of every student.

Creating Thriving Reading Ecosystems

The READ Strong Network is a statewide effort that brings together literacy leaders, parents, educators,

librarians, childcare professionals, businesses, and faith leaders to create thriving reading ecosystems
in communities throughout our state to ensure every student can read. The iswhere our

children live, learn, and play —and the more opportunities they have to engage in reading activities and
access supports outside of the classroom, the stronger reading achievement we will see.

Address Barriers

One example of our work to address barriers that prevent reading proficiency is
which was launched in partnership with the Albert Shanker Institute to address the impact of
digital devices on our state's reading proficiency goals. There is a growing body of research that reveals

the detrimental effects of digital devices on students’ reading and critical thinking skills. Maryland
READS is taking the research straight to the public — and asking education leaders to do something
about it so we can eliminate this barrier to reading proficiency.
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With these three initiatives, Maryland READS is changing the culture of how Marylanders think about
reading. We bring together stakeholders in our communities who work both inside and outside of the
classroom and provide them with a platform to build their capacity and impact. Executive Director Trish
Brennan-Gac and the Maryland READS team are forging strategic partnerships and collaborating with
like-minded organizations to build a powerful statewide network that provides community leaders with
a place to engage, share best practices, advocate and shape their action plans to ensure all children
have the literacy skills necessary for success in school and beyond.

The Maryland READS Board of Directors and the Maryland READS Expert Advisory Delegation
are comprised of researchers, practitioners, and experts in reaching achievement, including the
Science of Reading.

READS

Together, we are working to ensure our areas of focus positively
impact stakeholders throughout the state, from educators and school
leaders to community leaders and every student and family.

Learn more about our growing reading
network at marylandreads.org.
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